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The National Security Agency is secretly intercepting, recording, and

archiving the audio of virtually every cell phone conversation on the

island nation of the Bahamas.

According to documents provided by NSA whistleblower Edward

Snowden, the surveillance is part of a top-secret system – code-named

SOMALGET – that was implemented without the knowledge or consent

of the Bahamian government. Instead, the agency appears to have used
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access legally obtained in cooperation with the U.S. Drug Enforcement

Administration to open a backdoor to the country’s cellular telephone

network, enabling it to covertly record and store the “full-take audio” of

every mobile call made to, from and within the Bahamas – and to replay

those calls for up to a month.

SOMALGET is part of a broader NSA program called MYSTIC, which The

Intercept has learned is being used to secretly monitor the

telecommunications systems of the Bahamas and several other

countries, including Mexico, the Philippines, and Kenya. But while

MYSTIC scrapes mobile networks for so-called “metadata” – information

that reveals the time, source, and destination of calls – SOMALGET is a

cutting-edge tool that enables the NSA to vacuum up and store the

actual content of every conversation in an entire country.

All told, the NSA is using MYSTIC to gather personal data on mobile

© THE INTERCEPT. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

Enter your email to keep reading for free.

This is not a paywall.

By signing up, I agree to receive emails from The Intercept and to the Privacy Policy and Terms of Use.

https://theintercept.com/
https://theintercept.com/privacy-policy/
https://theintercept.com/privacy-policy/
https://theintercept.com/terms-use/
https://theintercept.com/terms-use/

